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SUBJECT: CANADIAN UNFICYP CONTINGENT TO BE REDUCED 

IN MAJOR DEFENSE POLICY SPEECH JANUARY 17 (SEPTEL), 

DEFENCE MINISTER RICHARDSON ANNOUNCED THAT ENLARGED 
CANADIAN UNFICYP CONTINGENT WILL BE CUT FROM 750 TO 
PREVIOUS LEVELS (ABOUT 450) IN NEXT SIX MONTHS. 

RICHARDSON IMPLIED THAT THIS WAS A PURELY ECONOMY MEASURE. 
EXTAFF OFFICIALS REPORT REDUCTION WILL BE EFFECTED AT 
NEXT SCHEDULED TROOP ROTATION IN JUNE. THEY NOTE 
THAT IN ADDITION TO NEED TO ECONOMIZE. REDUCTIONS 
ARE INTENDED IN PART TO SIGNAL PARTIES INVOLVED THAT 
CANADIAN COMMITMENT IS NOT OPEN-ENDED, THUS DEMONSTRATING 
NEED FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS. 
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